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Since CAP ‘s inception some 57 years ago, we have hung our caps at six diff
he USA. Some moves were mission directed, some moves were for convenience an
olitically motivated. CAP was established on 1 December 1941 under the Office o
ur first office was located, for convenience, at  Dupont Circle Building, Wash
9th of April in 1943 CAP was transferred to the War Department. On May 4th, jus
gain transferred, this time by the Secretary of War, to the Commanding General U
5th a Manning Table (the complement of officers assigned to NHQ-CAP) was cr
ime that AAF Regulations directed the establishment of HQ 32nd AAF Base Unit (C

Membership in Civil Air Patrol grew to 125,000, but at its control center on
embers were employed. In the meager office space allotted, and using 1940’s
anual typewriters, telegrams, carbon paper and mimeographs—they generate

egulations and operations orders for the rapidly growing organization. As ou
ncreased, first with Coastal Patrol and then others, it was deemed practical for CAP
lose to the action. CAP Coastal Patrol missions were controlled by the USAAF
Atlantic), located at Mitchell AFB, Long Island New York. To put CAP in the ar
ecessary for CAP to pick up and move. So, on 28June 1943 we established a ne
 500 Fifth Avenue, New York, New York. When our Coastal Patrol mission wou
ased upon our new cadet program and an increase in other activities resulted in
AF Training Command. Accordingly, in April 1945, we packed our boxes and mov
acific Building, Fort Worth Texas 
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I am currently trying to work on the history of the Southeast Region. I have some
information but nothing very in depth. I would like to find out from our members if
they have anything sitting in the closet, tucked away on a bookshelf, or maybe already
in their computers. Any help would be greatly appreciated.  

 
We are coming upon our organizations 64th Birthday. That is 64 years of

continuous service from our every day heroes. What is your squadron, group, or wing
doing to celebrate this momentous occasion? Are you planning any type of celebration
or will we let it pass? Look around at your fellow members and take a moment to say
WOW and maybe even a thank you. The December Issue of this newsletter will have
some of my goals for the 2006 year and other CAP Historical Projects I am currently
working on.  
l Historian 
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 As World War II neared its end CAP’s mission was further redefined and on 1 February 1946, 
once again we folded our tent, loaded the wagons, and moved out to:  Bolling AFB, Washington D.C.
It was at this location that most of the defining activities, missions, and restructuring to a peacetime role 
took place. This was the most important period of our formative years, creating, in the end, the 
organization as it exists today. We also saw the following key events: CAP was transferred to Air 
Defense Command-AAF, PL 476 was signed, CAP was moved from the Departments of US Army to US 
Air Force, CAP became USAF Auxiliary PL 557. 

Now officially sanctioned under AF Regulations 45-11, we were assigned to HQ Command USAF
as our ‘parent’. Our headquarters moved from building to building at Bolling AFB till we finally 
occupied the top floor over the Base Exchange. As the air base and AF expanded, CAP’s National 
Headquarters building found itself on the list for retrofit and/or rebuilding, and thus CAP needed to look 
for temporary quarters. It was at this time that two important events came together to determine where 
this would be. 

The first was Colonel D. Harold Byrd’s appointment, in April 1959, as CAP’s new Chairman of the
National Board. Col. Byrd, who had served as Wing Commander of Texas and later as Vice-Chairman 
National Board since August 1947, knew exactly where he wanted HQ to be housed. The second was 
not so much a single event as a culmination: internal politics were tearing CAP apart; and issues of 
command and control became heated controversies. Finally the AF Command was changed, and on 8 
August 1959,CAP, now under the auspices of the Continental Air Command, moved to  Ellington AFB, 
Houston Texas Headquarters at Ellington AFB was a big old wooden building built at the height of WW 
II, and it quickly became known throughout CAP as the “Ponderosa”: a not so oblique reference to the
popular TV series Bonanza. There it remained for more than a decade, when its next move was
precipitated by two otherwise unremarkable factors: the AF’s concern for the safety of its officers, and a 
new computer. 

Because Continental Air Command was soon to be abolished (1 July 68), CAP was placed under
the parentage of Air Training Command. This command required that, for the safety of its personnel, no 
officer would be permitted to work in a wooden building. At the same time, CAP had just leased an IBM 
360 computer, which IBM refused to place in any environment that was not climate controlled. CAP had 
to leave Ponderosa. At Maxwell AFB, a new hospital building had just been completed. The old hospital 
building, which met all parties’ criteria, had been vacated. Except for the morgue: this would remain, and
share the building with us. On the 15 of June 1967 CAP took up residence at  Maxwell AFB, 
Montgomery Alabama 

While at Maxwell, CAP dedicated the building to Gill Robb Wilson, mounted an L-19 “bird dog” as
a monument, and moved the bookstore and print plant from old hospital ward buildings to their present 
location. Another transfer took CAP from ATC to Air University for operational convenience: we were no 
longer just a tenant organization. AU and ATC merged to become the Air Education and Training 
Command on 1 July 1993. However, neither of these changes required a physical move by CAP, and 
so, except for one year in early1990 to 1991, when CAP’s offices were moved to Gunther AFB, while 
our Maxwell headquarters was refurbished and made asbestos free, Maxwell has been our home for 31 
years.. 

As for CAP’s history and records: the moves were disastrous. With each move, some 
irreplaceable records were lost or tossed, but the greatest damage was done during the moves from 
Bolling to Ellington and from Ellington to Maxwell. Unfortunately, National HQ is not alone in its callous 
disregard for our history. Whether through ignorance or zeal, many units , from Squadron to Region, 
have discarded important documents and artifacts during cleanups, shakeups, or moves. To cite some 
specific s: Records of membership applications from (1941 on) which included the training levels 
achieved by individuals.  
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All wartime membership, both cadets and seniors, are gone, along with all postwar related COP’s
ctivities and most of the records of Mitchell and Earhart Award recipients. In the temporary move
nther many Spaatz records and original information were lost. Even recent awards have been
ed. For example: who received the Falcon Awards? No records of any of those awards exist
ere at National HQ. Neither are there any records of the original Gill Robb Wilson awards from

to 1981. This is truly sad. Hopefully, from now on our members will give more thought to which
s are filed, and which are destroyed. 
er Submitted: Colonel Matt Sharkey , SER Commander 

v 49 GO 16, HQ & HQ SQDN, CAP-USAF. 1. Under the provisions of Air Force Regulation 45-11, 
nuary 1949, and pursuant to the provisions of letter, Department of the Air Force, subject "Activation 
rto Wing, Civil Air Patrol" dated 23 September 1949, the fifty-second Wing of the Civil Air Patrol, to 

own as the Puerto Rico Wing, Civil Air Patrol is activated at San Juan, Puerto Rico, effective 0001 
vember 1949. May 50 Annual Conf. Report. Puerto Rico Wing was activated 22 Nov 49 under 
and of Col. Orlando J. Antonsanti 

Air Trails Magazine December 1949 Issue  



 
 
 
 

Pieces of History: Lt. Colonel Todd Engleman GAWG GP4 Deputy Commander 

 
 
 
 
 

 Civil Air Patrol has always sought to recruit highly qualified and dedicated individuals to help make this 
organization what it is today. They have used various methods of recruitment from sponsoring air shows in the 
earlier years to hosting events like the NCASE. These are a few examples of some of the recruiting posters and other 
media.  

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 
 
 

Clipart Corner: Capt. Jim Shaw 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

Contact Information:  

Civil Air Patrol Historical Foundation 
Executive Director 
Mr. Drew Steketee 
21212 Sweetgrass Way,  
Ashburn VA 20147 
drew@beapilot.com 

CAP National Curator 
Colonel A. Schell., Schell 
403 Grayslake Way 
Aberdeen, MD 21001 
Home# 1-410-273-6610 
awmschell@juno.com 

Newsletter Contact 
CAP Asst. to National Historian 
Southeast Region Historian 
Merry Acres Cadet Squadron 
Commander GA805 
Captain James L. Shaw Jr., CAP 
2616 Pine Valley Road 
Albany GA, 31707 
Home# 1-229-446-8530 
caphistorian@mchsi.com 
CAP National Historian 
Colonel Leonard Blaskovich., CAP 
100 – 30 Elger Place 
Bronx, New York 10475 
Home# 1-718-379-8666 
Fax# 1-718-320-1631 
Len_b@ix.netcom.com 
Company of Military Historians 
Mr. Dave Sullivan 
P.O. Box 910 
Rutland MA, 05413 
Military-hisorians.org 

 


